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.. The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the co ver sho^t w>tn tno con^pondonco address - 


Examiner 

Eric S. McCall 


Applicant(s) 

KROISS ET AL. 


Art Unit 

2855 


Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

- „ NO period for reply is specified above Jhe ^ ^^^^^^^^^^ to become ABANDONED {35 U.S.C. § 133)- 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 December 2000 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)ia This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except « TzoTztl " 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 o.^. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn fronri consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E1 Claim(s) 8:28 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Ciaim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Exanniner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a}. 
1 i)S The proposed drawing correction filed on ?8 December 2000 is: aM approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)l2lAll b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received^ 

15) 0 Aclnowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s} ^ , ^ 

4^ □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) . 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) .^^n oAS^^ 5) H Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 LJ Notice 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . ^> ^ 
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FUEL SUPPLY SYSTEM FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE 


The information disclosure statement filed on Nov. 13, 2000 has been received but fails 


to comply with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the 


knowledgeable about the content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in the 
English language. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to 
therein has not been considered. 

Specifically, German Patent Documents DE 37 18 068 and DE 197 23 329 do not include 
such a concise explanation of their relevance. Said documents were not mentioned in the 
Applicant's disclosure nor were said documents listed on any submitted foreign search report. 


FIRST OFFICE ACTION 


INFORMA TION DISCLOSURE STA TEMENT 



relevance, as it is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most 
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CLAIMS 


ObiecUons 


The Applicant is advised to add a comma after the word "housing" in line 2 of claims 19- 
21 in order to avoid any confusion in the reading of said claims. 

Furthermore, the Applicant is advised to review all of the pending claims and to add the 
proper punctuation were needed. 

ll.S.C. ^ 112 

Claims 9, 1 1-19, and 22-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the 

Applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 9, /ine 2; the phrase "can be" is deemed indefinite because uncertainty exists 

as to whether the limitation that follows said phrase is part of the 
claimed subject matter; 
vfine 4; the term "can" is deemed indefinite because uncertainty exists 
as to whether the limitation that follows said term is part of the 
claimed subject matter; 
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^ Claim 11, 
>^ Claim 12, 
^ Claim 13, 

y^Claim 14, 


Claim 15, 


yClaim 16, 


v^aim 18, 
^Claim 22, 
w^laim 23, 


v^l 


Claim 24, 


v/^ai 


laim 27, 


^/?lai 


laim 28, 


said claim is grammatically confusing as to the meaning thereof; 
said claim is grammatically confusing as to the meaning thereof; 
line 2; the phrase "on a pressure side" is indefinite as to what the phrase is 
in reference to; 

line 2; the phrase "on a suction side" is indefinite as to what the phrase is 
in reference to; 

line 2; the phrase "on a pressure side" is indefinite as to what the phrase is 
in reference to; 

line 2; the phrase "on a suction side" is indefinite as to what the phrase is 

in reference to; 
line 3; the phrase "the motor" lacks antecedent basis; 
line 5; the phrase "the engine" lacks antecedent basis; 
line 2; the phrase "toward the pressure accumulator from the fuel fiUer" is 

indefinite; 

line 2; the phrase "toward the pressure accumulator from the fuel filter" is 
indefinite; 

line 2; the phrase "toward the pressure accumulator fi-om the fuel filter" is 
indefinite; 

line 2; the phrase "via fuel pipelines via a fuel filter" is confusing; 
\Xne 6; the phrase "the engine" lacks antecedent basis; and 
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xXfCim 28, lines 6/7; the phrase *^the fuel stored in the pressure accumulator" is 

indefinite because the Applicant has not set forth earlier in the 
claim that fuel is indeed stored in the accumulator. 

■?5 (LS.C. $102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) mvention was patented or described in a printed publication in thts or a lo-ign « orin pubHc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation tor patent in the Umted State.. 

Claims 8-16 and 20-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bucci 
et al. (5,647,329). 

With regards to claim 8, Bucci et al. teach a fuel system for a motor vehicle with a fuel 
container (ie. fuel tank) from which a fuel pump (14) transports fuel via fuel pipelines from a 
system input location in the fuel container via a fuel fiher (18) towards an engine. 

wherein a deposition tank (56) is formed into a housing of the fuel filter under a filter 
material (92) provided in the housing into which dirt filtered out of the fuel is deposited and 

wherein a pressure accumulator (26) is installed in the fuel system which accumulates 
and stores fuel when the engine is ninning and afler the engine is switched off, the fuel stored in 
the pressure accumulator rinses the fuel filter (col. 10, lines 22-32). 
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With respect to claim 9, Bucci et al. suggest the claimed subject matter thereof (col. 10, 
lines 22-32). 

With respect to claim 10, the suggestion of a non-return valve in the fuel line (24) after a 
branch point (96) at which a fuel line leads to the pressure accumulator (26) is inherently taught 
due to the fuel line being separate from a fuel return line in order to prevent fuel from returning 
through the fuel feed line (24) and thus the reasoning for having a fuel return line. 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 12, Bucci et al. suggest a pressure regulator (22) as 
understood to be claimed. 

With respect to claims 13-16, Bucci et al. suggest a fuel filter as best understood to be 
claimed. 

With respect to claims 20 and 21, Bucci et al. teach "guide vanes" (66) as is claimed. 

With respect to independent claim 22, said claim parallels that of claim 8. Thus, the 
Applicant's attention is directed to the above comments regarding claim 8. No further comments 
are deemed necessary. 

With respect to claims 23-27, Bucci et al. suggest the claimed subject matter thereof 


Application/Control Number: 09/700,172 
Art Unit: 2855 


Page 7 


With respect to independent claim 28, said claim parallels that of claim 8. Thus, the 
Applicant's attention is directed to the above comments regarding claim 8. No further comments 
are deemed necessary. 

RFLEVANTART 

Applicant's attemion is directed to the enclosed "PTO-892" form for the prior art made of 
record and not relied upon but considered pertinent to the Applicant's disclosure. 

CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Eric S. McCall at 
telephone number (703) 308-6968. 


Eric S. McCall 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2855 
May 02, 2002 


